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A present for the Church in their care of the environment 
 
I am sure that we can all remember with nostalgia places we have known but which are now unrecognisable. Maybe 

a river in which we played as children but which now is only a trickle or dried up, maybe a mountain or the country-

side which we loved for their beauty, the blues and greens of the thick forest and now is a sad sight, bare, arid and 

almost desert like in appearance. And doesn’t this hurt? When did this happen and were we complicit in prioritizing 

the grey infrastructure, the extraction of natural resources and the sacrifice of innocent animals? 

 

Before the pandemic we heard about the environmental crisis, scientists alerted us that we only had till the year 2030 

to reverse the environmental impact of our selfish way of life which sought to possess and accumulate more riches. 

The unbalance would lead to more crisis of health, nutrition, pandemics, droughts, catastrophes etc. Many of these 

events in the past were the result of changes in the natural ecosystems. Although during the current pandemic we 

achieved a space at world level that was a breath for the environment, in reality it was so slight because conditions 

continue to provoke alarm. One small simple example is that the use of disposable facemasks has   reportedly resulted 

in thousands of masks and gloves being washed up on the sea shore causing more damage to the fish and the variety 

of flora in the seas because each disposable mask is made with plastics that do not decompose for over 200 years. 

But not all is lost. There is hope. 

 

From another perspective, it is wonderful to know that God has moved people to become interested in transformation 

and restoration. Restoration of what?  Of all that has been damaged by self-interest and evil, people, relations, but 

also by the restoration of the environment. 

Through our environmental programme at the Ezra Centre, we have had the enormous privilege of training churches 

and Christian organizations in a biblical formation which allows the integrated mission of the kingdom to permeate all 

our areas of life. Therefore, we celebrate that in Guatemala and Latin America, in spite of the complex context in-

volved in broaching the subject of the environment, there are people and churches who, through a process of study-

ing the word of God ,have discovered that to be good stewards of the creation of God is the direct responsibility of 

who we are as his children. Nevertheless, in the years that we have been developing the campaign of the 3Rs Mission, 

we find ourselves with the challenge that many communities of faith have the desire to change socio environmental 

aspects of where they live but do not have the tools to begin. 

 

Beginning at that point, with much love, we have dared to work on teaching material which uses fundamental biblical 

bases to understand why God is interested in how we care for his creation, and technical and practical tools to under-

stand ways in which we can do this. The material is for everyone, useful on a personal basis but it is especially designed 

as a training guide over 7 sessions.  

 

This book/guide has been written during this year and will soon be available for all people 

and faith groups who desire to do something to contribute to transformation. With this we 

would encourage pastors and organisations to assume- for the love of our creator and his 

creation – this process of deep and creative formation to relearn about collective habits 

and actions of responsible stewardship and so live more conformed to the gospel of Je-

sus, because as scripture teaches us “the creation waits in eager expectation of the sons 

of God to be revealed.” (Romans 8 :19) 

 

 
Benita Simón 
Coordinator, the Environment Programme 

Centro Esdras 
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Welcome to the Ezra Centre Assembly 
Arthur Scoffield, originally 

from the UK, has joined the 

team. He has a masters in 

Business Administration from 

the Edinburgh Business 

School with 30 years of expe-

rience in the area of interna-

tional business and finance. 

He has helped Christian min-

istries, hospitals, teaching in-

stitutions, churches in the ar-

ea of social responsibility to administer their organizations 

better. He has worked with us in the Ezra Centre, giving a 

workshop on Business Development in the 2016 Confer-

ence on” Shalom and the righteousness of God” and in 

2019 shared at a breakfast conference on the “Christian 

Firm and its role in helping the country. It is a joy and a 

privilege to welcome our friend to the Assembly.  

Also new to the team is Alba 

Elena Castillo Guzmán . She 

has a masters in Business Ad-

ministration from Eastern Uni-

versity, Pennsylvania as well as 

a degree in theology and pas-

toral studies from the Seminary 

“the Seed”, social work in the 

URL. as well as having re-

ceived courses in Germany, 

Bolivia and Israel. An inde-

pendent consultant in the area of technical advice to firms 

involved in development projects, adviser to trustees of 

community organizations and a facilitator of workshops fo-

cussed on the recovery of vulnerable women, gender and 

child protection. She has worked with World Vision Guate-

mala among other institutions.  It is an honour to welcome 

her to the Ezra centre family. 

The Summit was a great opportunity to get to know and share with people 

who work in this area from all around the world. The Ezra Centre, via our 

Director, participated in the area of group facilitation.  

It was very interesting to see how God is working through his servants in the 

diaspora. In spite of the global pandemic and the temporary closure of 

the frontiers, we will surely return to see the movement of people pro-

voked by environmental disasters, economic circumstances, etc. Either 

voluntary or involuntary we live in a moving world and as the local church 

we should prepare ourselves to receive such people in our communities, 

taking the opportunity to welcome them and serve them as Jesus would. 

         Events          On line summit on the “Dispersion of People”, Lausanne 2020 

Programmes  

 Our environment and integrated health programmes, together with 

“Red Roca”, developed a campaign of   awareness about Covid 19 

directed toward the local church.  Emphasis was placed on the caring 

for the most vulnerable, means of prevention, and how not to discrimi-

nate against infected people 2 videos and 2 radio spots were pro-

duced and published in Facebook and the radio among others. These 

themes are found in the media but we looked at them from the point 

of view of the Kingdom. They were warmly received on Facebook and 

we thank God for the chance to give such essential support in this ar-

ea.  

If you would like to see them here are the links 

 

https://www.facebook.com/136194869747733/videos/742161359687093/ 

https://www.facebook.com/136194869747733/videos/702606030593972/ 



Please PRAY for the following 
1. For the preparation of the strategic plan for 2021-2024. This will involve the team and the trustees. The plan will be 

presented on 28th November at the AGM. 

2. For the recruitment of more people for the team. We need 2 teachers and someone to head up the area of com-

munications. 

3. For our donors. That the Lord would provide for them. That he would guide their decisions and give them strength 

and sustain them in this time of pandemic. 

4. For guidance, wisdom, understanding and trust in our Lord so that we can listen to his voice and put it into practice. 

5. Our continued development of our on line teaching. 

6. For the health of the members of the team so that we can go forward with the different projects we are working on 

for the people of God. Pray for those in the city, the country and overseas. 

7. For the people that take decisions in relation to the country of Guatemala. That they would truly serve the country- 

this applies as much in the private sector as in the public sector. That they would be people who fear the Lord. 

Theological Studies and the Programme of Children, Young People and the Family 

We thank the Lord we have been able to offer this Christian course in coaching in Integrated health. We have a group 

of participants from different denominations, different geographical areas both with Guatemala and also from the 

USA. We hope to equip the local church and our students to face the many challenges that even pre pandemic we 

were confronting. As Christians we are not exempt from these difficult circumstances, we need to prepare ourselves in 

an integrated way as a church to respond to the new challenges we are facing. We want to seek the peace of God, 

that life in all its fullness which in spite of our surroundings we can attain by the grace of his spirit and by improving or 

finding generally better habits. 

God has given us the privilege of advising a Christian organisation on the area of children, as well as enabling us to pre-

pare workshops to train their personnel.  Our director Israel Ortiz, our director of programmes Lily de Ortiz, our coordina-

tor of Diplomas Geoff Baines, and the coordinator of the programme of integral health Robert Reich, were all involved 

in developing the material. 

 

We are also grateful to the Lord that through friendly contacts we have the  online software system working                  

and the training under way in order to implement our on line diplomas, workshops and seminars. We know that it is the 

Lord who has given us this opportunity to work efficiently despite of current adverse circumstances. Kevin Johnson has 

worked very hard on the design and implementation of the system together with our Director  
 

Take part in this vision. Together we can achieve more in forming the  

leadership of the people of God. Join with us! 

In Guatemala:  Cta. Monetaria, Fundación Centro Esdras, Banco G&T Continental Cta. #018-0007479-9 

INTERNATIONAL:     In  the  USA    https://uwm.org/projects/65510/      

Europe:  www.latinlink.org.uk/donate and select “support a person or Project” in the dropdown box and     

select “Ezra Centre.  Follow instructions from there.    You can also contact the  Latin  Link  office.  

Integral Health Course—Introduction 

to Coaching and Integral Health 
12 weeks on line course 

You will learn: 

Essential coaching tolos 

Apreciative enquiry 

How manage resistance 

How to make a contract with a client, etc. 

Biblical world view 

How do we grow and mature? 

Intentional processes 

Intentional processes 

Spiritual disciplines 

Excercise habits 

Healthy diet 

 

 

Things that happen to us 

    Suffering 

    Unexpected events 

Influential people 

 

 

 
 

¡DONATE! 

http://www.latinlink.org.uk/donate

